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Asusual, Kumar and Shivaram are sunbath-
ing in Ghailaghari, 4 patch of forest created
through afforestation following decimation
of the patural forest there. Some kids are
carrying pails to collect rhino urine. Some
are [rolicking on the sleeping unicorns’
back. These rhinos are [ive years old, They
arg different from the other young rhinos in
the Royal Chivwan National Park. They live
more outside the jungle than in it. They are
warmer to human company than the rhinos
in the jungle.

Shivaram lost his mother in 1995 when he
was very young: Once, he was nearly Killed
by a tiger. Park rangers stumbled on the in-

jured Shivaram and took care of him.

Kumar was alsey very small when he got
separated from his mother He too was raised
by the park staff who became his foster
meother. The twa rlanos ate whal the 'park
rangérs tave them.roamed the park offices,
and sometimes would sit in the middle of
the ground even while army men paraded
there,

Tt was thought the thinos. 'raised by people,

wolld not be drawn, by the jungle, Asume |
| S T AR A STEAT O AT | TR E e

passed, though, these two rhinos began 1o
wander into the: c'-umr fringes of the forest,
but not actually inta it. They began Lo Tam-
ble in the Ghailaghari forest and the cattle-
erazing areas near the national park. At
night, they raided ﬂlé'v_ﬂ_lage crops, Thewvil-
lagers were induloent to them.

“They are infocent animals and our neigh-
bours. We are fond of them even if they graze
in our crop field’ villagers say.

Much a5 the rhinos miy receive such love,
the Ghailaghari forest |5 nota protectad zone
tor rhinos. Also, these rhinos are gradually

-develapmg their wild nature, $o, prepara-
lions are undem'u} to translpcate them to

the Bardia jungle in the west.

Two coges and two trucks are ready, If they
were from the wild. taking them 1o Bardia
wiuld have entailed drugging them first. But
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as they are not afraid of humans, it is being
attempted here whether they could be fured
into the cage with their favourite food.

It’s not an casy task to deceive rhinos. De-
spite two hours of efforts, the rhinos do not
condescend to grace the cages,

Altera long effort. Kumar finally enters the
cage-—the one kept for Shivaram. Some
moments of displeasune later, Kumar seemed
to be comfortable in the cage,

But Shivarum is not fooled. Outrightly it
refuses to make the enclosire his home.

The park staff are frusteated with the lack of
progress. Shivaram is given milk; bananas,
oranges and apples, Villagers also bring
young wheat stalks for him,

Five hours later, Shivaram finally steps into
the cage. The time to close a chapter of
friendship between the rhinos and the local
people has arrived, The people are waiting
for the sad moment of saying poodbye to
the rhinos,

“We wish they would not be taken away. The
consolation is that they are being
translocated for a good purpose, Please take
zood care of them”, Dilli Prasad Poudel said
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on behalf of the villagers.

As dusk sets in, the two trucks transporling
the rthinos leave.

The two rhinos receive dn emotional fare-
well from people in Jagatpur, Chitwan,

These rhinos are being taken to the Royal
Bardia National Park, some 450 kilometres
from where they were born, Chitwan. The
Babai Valley, boasting of grassland and an
abundance of water, is considered a good
habitat for rhinos.

Senior Game Scout Gagan Singh Chunarg
has been deputed 1o look afier the new in-
habitants of Babai.

Once in Babai, the rhinos tried to 2o out of
the Valley. But Chunara turned them back.
"Presently, we are trying to get them accli-
matised to the jungle aimosphere near
Babai's Guthi Post”, he says,

This is the first time in Nepal that the
pachyderms, raised among the humans, have
heen released into the jungle.

“To see whether they can adapt themselves
to their new home or not is a new experi-
ment for us. The experience will offer us
lessons for the future™. says Shivaraj Bhatta,
Acting Chiel Warden of Royal Bardia MNa-
tional Park.
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The Greater One-Horned
Asian Rhino

Habitat: Nepal and India’

Mumbers: Approximately 2,000

Weight: 1,800-2,200 kg
Height; 5.75-6.5 f
Fead: Grasses, fruit, cultivated crops

Gesialion pericd: 15-16 months
Fabars grasslind

[nterbirth interval) 1 calf every 3 years ,,,u.llm i '|'|||||||I|||-",
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i
i
Lite span: Approximately 47 years I" """ ""' i

(capiive record)

Source: Infernational Rhino Foundaton
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fifty panp]e dr'ld ten elephants W]" st’a}r here
for a few days. The team of park staff and
elephants have come to catch two'thinos in. |
the Murfiva forest.

1o wau:h the ad\!cniurc of -:sl.ln..hmg th_ﬂ rhl— | TE B
nos lorwhich elephants are always ahj,ghﬂ]p-. | _-'_'
to find and encircle them, md Ilil:l?ﬂc’r them-- i

L e ‘to the cages. . G uﬂm Eﬂﬁl’hﬁ-ﬁ]?ﬂlﬂm'”

Thiede rhings are nol native tﬂ s place. | Tlfg'ﬂ ﬁ?‘?@rﬂraﬁ Yl

Until: Fﬂhurﬁry 1994, lhcarhumf: was Royal

Chitwan National Park il “TERT ‘mﬂ ﬁaﬂafﬂﬂ'-" ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂl‘ Eﬁ'm i
*They rim'.'_':_j.'\lj'rﬂy fi'nm Chi{wnn afier being ?FHH HT&‘TﬂT ﬂﬁhﬂ‘ ﬁHﬁm ﬂﬁ'ﬂ'{ i
chased by other male thinos™, says Laxmi | A=T5% |
Prasad Manandhar, Chief Warden of Royal
Chitwan National Park. |




Preparing the
pranguilisers and
darls




There are some 300 thinos in Chitwan Na-
tional Park. Perhaps because of the crowded
space, the rhinos headed east passing
through the adjoining Parsa Wildlife Re-
serve. People east of the reserve shooed
them away to [urther east.

Some attempts were made to bring back
these rhinos withthe help of elephants when
they reached the ather side of the Bagmati
river. But they refused to oblige. This place
has plenty of water because of the Bagmati
irrigation canals. Ficlds in nearby villages
hold a lot of favounte rhine crops, includ-
g sugarcanes, No wonder they began to
live in the small Murtiva forest, a forty
sjuare Kilometre mix of natural and planted
vegefation.

For their pratection, the Department of Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Conservation de-
puted elephants and staff.

Some people wondered whether the thinos
aclually needed to be taken away as they
could be permanently settled there, After all,
rhinos used to roam in this area in the past.
But Conservation Officer of Parsa Wildlife
Reserve Surya Bahadur Pandey says: “There
is nol much grass in the forest. The forest
provides only a hiding place for rhinos in
the daytime. Yillagers go into the jungle for
fuclwood and fodder, and cattle-grazing. At
such times, rhinos could kill people. On the
other hand, il we take them to Bardiva, the y
could graze in the jungle. We are trying to
translocate them to Bardia so that both peo-
ple and rhinos are protected’”.

These rhinos are surviving mainly on the
villagers' crops. The people live under the
fear of being killed by these animals. There-
fore, the people are glad the rhinos are be-
ing taken away.

“We will be happy. We will no longer [ear
venturing out in the night. We used to be
scared that rhinos would kill us”, Karma
Bahadur Ghising of Murtiya says,

At Hattisar, the staff are preparing food for
everybody since carly moming.
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Bishnu's gum
diesn’t Kill

OTad, JH9r45 |

Kamal Gaire and Balkrishna Giri, who are
velerinary, doctors of Royval Chitwan Na-
tional Park, Bishnu Lama of King Mahendra
Trust for Nature Conservation and Dr, Jack
Flammand of London Zoological Society
dre working to fill the dart puns with
tranquilisers.

The group of veterinary doctors, biologists
and park officials enter the jungle in scarch
of the rhinos,

It doesn’t take long to find them, Within a
few howrs, both are spotied logether

Elephants form a eirele around them. Previ-
pusly, it was thought they were @ male and 4
femate. But both happen to be males. Both
dare hurt as 4 result of fighting with cach
other.

It is time (o drug them. Dart guns are used
for the purpose. Bishnu Lama, who is an
experienced hand, has the job to dart the
beasts.

The dart has hit a rhino’s back. The dart
sports a colourful tail [or noticing it easily.
Though hit, the rhino keeps walking for
some fime,

The tranquiliser is slowly acting on it Tt will
soon be unconscious. The other rhino re-
mains o be ranguilised,

Finding an opportunity, Bishnu darts it too.
It too will Tall down,

But it takes more time than expected 1o im-
mobilise the rhinos.

Finally, the two rhinos are lying inert at sepa-
rate places. Both have to be putin the cages
right away, That's why the veterinary
doctors are rushing,

The unconscious dnimals are blind-folded.
The vets do # medical check-up on them.

The emperature is okay—it is 38.2 degree
celsius,

The rhinos have many wounds. The doctors
are applying medicine on them.

In Mepal, translocating big animals like rhi-
nos from one place to another has not in-
volved the use of modern equipment. Sim-
ple technologies have been used.

Crawds of people are thronging the area,




T T |

fier e 4% &7 AW | ZEA gueTh gEad
g o# FrdAn At |

ST TFH AwTeA WHT AIUETE AR S
A | T yfer gEaaT ey e uee WA T
et ST s v rfoos fadt ) ag @
T G EEA | UF WEET WO 47 g
fagmn =te sreT G |

ft fgnd szmvea ofmfrsr o2 fa a=n
wlhﬂﬂﬁmﬁaqﬁﬁﬂvﬁnﬁﬂﬂ
hﬂaﬁmmmlaﬁwm
ﬁmmmaﬁuﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ
FTHHT FAweAT formy ATATE & mEfET e
GERCERE M Eere i

wIeT g nfofey g Awar | atase
afeiter WA ST A W 2 5 | g
AN FA g a1 e §

a1 fawart A w0 | dwieETE iy G
= A dE el

fereret At e st g ofy w2 fao
@ 9 @& =TE § 5 g |

A% |10 T @ gl /AT ATt - e aEe
il

gEaer 1 W, Wew ITIW i Au |
FrtEEETE % BT B | i et
ATZHT TEEA |

T WTLH AEeeRl GtEr st @ |
Fafrrree 33 ot = =59

A=A ot 5% e 3c.3 fEf aftaoe

fad o9 TR | EeEvEsa siwfy s
far

FHT BEHT AAW AOA FEA ST
SUFCUTES GUNT Ao GO | TR A
afafuEs mam aoET o |

ATEERT WIg ST @ | T aedm =21 7
ATGH] LEATRT FTH TR 579 |

ufEe fgrens A S e vy g
T=ATIH GO afear | o afeer s e
HHE AUHT B | ATET 94 491 AT gfEAmes

This place is wo
small for us

% AT S R ETE |




Crowds
[rose
challengzes
ahuiut
ggncr]
sifety

HTEs TR
7 T
Tt 3o
HTEAT T )
Ear o]

Asian Rhinos

There arethree species of Asian riino; the
greater one-hormed Asian rhine (Rhinoc-
eros unicornis): the |esser one-horned
Asian rhing (Rhinoceros sondaicus) and
Asian two-homed rhino {Dicerorhinis
sumatrensis). They are commaonly known
as Indian, Javan and Sumatran rhinos re-

spectively.

The greater one-horned Asian rhing, which
is found in Mepal and India, is the secand
largest living species of land mammal. Until
the middle of the 15th century this species
aecurred all along the Indus. Ganges and
Brahmaputra River basins, as well as in
southern India. Its population had coma
down to 200 by early this century. Al
present, there are over 2000 of this spe-
cles in Nepal and India. In the Chibwan and
Bardia jungles of Mepal, they number 550.
Compared ta the other Asian species, its
consenvation i a sUooess stary.

The Javan or the lesser ong-horned Asian

thin inhabits tropical forests but particus
larly along water courses. Itis in the same
genus as the rhino found in Nepal and In-
dia, bul is a smaller spacies. Tha.Javan at
ane time occurred from eastern India
throughout the rest of maintand South East
Asia and on the islands of Sumatra and
Java. The Javan rhino |5 the rarest of all
rhino species with fewer than 100 individu-
als estimated to survive, most in a single
protected area in Indonesia and & few inan
unprotected area in Vietrnam.

The Sumatran or wa-hormed Asian rhing
also extended from eastern India fhrough
mainland South East Asia and on the |s-
lands of Sumatra and Borneo. Today, with
apopulation of 250t 400, itis distributed
tragrmentarily in Sumatra and Malaysia,

Habitat degradation and poaching far the
horm are the major threats to the rhinos’
slrvival.

Here, safety both of the rhinos and the bi-
peds becomes a challenging task.

A method 1o walk the thino into the cage
while still semi-conseious is being tried here.
This modus operandi hias been used success-
[ully in other countries. Bur it is being used
in Nepal for the first time. The rhinois gain-
ing consciousness because of the move-
ment and the zeneral commotion,

The rhing escapes.

If the escapee enters the village il could
elaim lives. In anticipation of the danger,
the dari-gun team also runs to the village.

Luckily, the rhino had made for the forest,
A big danger has passed. Attempts Lo en-
snare both the thinos at the same time have
failed.

Mow, they are trying to put the other rhino
in the cage. The unconscious rhino is loaded
ontao the wheels-fitted wooden planks, This
methad, by which this above-average-weight
three-ton rhino is being pushed towurds the
cage, has been used in Nepal before.

Hindus regard rhino 4s a representation of
Lord Vishnu. They are paying respects to
them.

Capturing the other rhino will have to wait.
For now, this team is preparing (o transporl
only this thino.

This rhino will not be taken to its former
home, Chitwan. It is being taken to Babai
Valley in Royal Bardia National Park, 600 kilo-
metres to the west,
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Rhino Deaths in Nepal

Vear Natural  Poaching By figer Total
19¥3 4 5 2 11
1974 11 4 1 16
1975 7 1 1 =]
1976 2 2 1 5
1977 | 7T - - 7
1978 8 g - 8
1979 8 - o B
1860 10 - 1 11
1981 M — T il
1982 13 - - 13
18831 5 - 1 6
1984 10 6 - 16
1985 |G 2 - 8
1986 6 3 - g
1887 10 1 1 12
1988 2 3 1 6
19897 2 2 11
1890 9 B 1 18
198y 7 1 1 g
1992 5 20 3 28
1993 12 13 e 25
1994 7 2 1 10
1985 | ¥ 1 o B
1966 B 1 m g
19975 1 8
1898 ' 11 7 2 20
Total 198 81 21 300

Souroes Sustaining Anfi-Foaching Cperation and
liegal Trade Coniral, Tirtha Man Maskey, 1999

A day and a few inconveniences later, the
thino is in its new home. The long travel
his given the rhino a bad mood. It can in-
jured and kill. So. some of the people have
climbed up the trees and some on to the
truck-roof.

The rhino got oul of the enclosure when the
people on the truck-roof opened the door.
The beast looked really angry. It vented its
rage on the vehicle by hitting it twice and
entered its new abode.

Babai Valley is suitable for wildlife includ-
ing rhinos, For that reason, the park was
expanded by relocating 1500 people from
this valley, According to the Department of
Nationa! Parks and Wildlife Conservation
Assistunt Ecologist Narendraman Babu
Pradhan, Bardiya National Pack is the sec-
ond best habitat for the rhinoceros in Nepal
after Chitwan, Thirty-eight rhinos have been
brought here in two lots from Chitwan. Ttis
home 1o 50 thinos presently.

There are many plain tracts in this Valley
through which Babai river runs. Open
orasslands.and lakes made by the river on
its banks grace this Wulley.
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Heayy task!
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January 23, !WQ

1t has been 24 days since the work to shift
rhinos from Chitwan to Bardia started.
Eleven days have passed since the Sarlahi
work began. Still, these staff do not look
tired. They have resumed the search {or the
escaped rhino.

The thing search has gone on for yuite a
|while.

\ The clephants are tired and thirsty. The rhino |

W e ould. not be found despne the daylong la-

hour,
j ']"hé néﬁt &&y 100, the seareif-is“imnﬁsif'ed

Tt was a lm nf troible. m Keep looking for

the thino. We staried the search at 7iin the

rnnml.ng and the rhing was found only at 2
p.m.”, Bishnu L.una suui

This rhing requmﬁ more than five times the |

normal dose ot n'anquihsqis 1o fall uncon-
scious, It had to'be dﬂ;‘t’ad twice! Nﬁbud}'
was able to explain why lhai benam
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Mot a hed of roses.
Soon it will be gyver,

though

Furcwell!

HrEnw e |

Rhino Gifts

Bikram
Year Country Mumber Baby
M F M F
2037 Burma 1 1
2037 China 1
2038 Fakistan 1 1
2041 Thailand 1 1
2042 India L 4
2044 Linited States - - |
2044 Germany LT
2046 Singapare 1 1
2046 Germany 1 1
2046 United States 1 1
2049 Bangladesh - . it
2050 Germany - - SRl
2054 Britain i 2 I .
Total 6 14 2

the east

The crowd appears as large as usual. Most
Nepalis do not get an opportunity to see hig
wildlife. Thus, people are curious to look at
such animals. or watch activities like rhino-
ensnaring, or even touch such animals, if
chance permits. The crowd makes members
of the team nervous. “This animal is not onl ¥
big, it is also dangerous. We are worried
about the safety both of the rhinos and the
people”, a member of the team says.

But the local people are fearful of neither
elephants nor rhinos. “We have many times
in the past confronted rhinos and elephants
in the jungle. Why be afraid of them?” The
crowd of Murtiva people came near the ¢l-
ephants and the rhinos, In a sort of melee,
an ¢lephant happened to crush a kid. Those
who were just moments earlier saving they
were nol scared of elephants became very
angry. They began to attack the elephant with
whatever they could lay their hand on,

Local people’s representatives and some
youths had to make valiant atterpts to pacily
the irate crowd. Only after the child regained
consciousness at the health post and the re-
sponsible elephant and its attendant were put
under custody that the crowd let the rhino
he taken away. The child, however, died in
the hospital the next day,

This rhino, weighing about two and a hall
tons, will also be released in Babai Valley,

Arrangement had been made 1o chase the
rhino across the Babai river by elephants.
As soon as the cage door opened, the rhino
was chased into the jungle by the elephants
making big noises,

WWF footed the Rs. 800,000 bill incurred
to translocate the four rhines from Chitwan
and Sarlahi to Bardiya. Many days were
spent on this task by the specialists and other
staff of the Department of National Parks
and Wildlife Conservation, Chitwan and
Bardiya National Parks, Parsa Wildlife Re-
serve, King Mahendra Trust for Nature Con-
servation and London Zoological Society.

In order to develop Royal Bardia National
Fark as the second habitat for the unicoms,
more of them have to be released here. To
fulfil this need, the Department has plans to
bring in an additional number rhinos from
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Rhino Population in

Chitwan
Age group Minimum Maximum
Aduit 232 245
Subadult g5 59
Unknown 12
Young 112 113
Total 440 460
Ane Minimum Maximum
Male 110 116
Femala 158 167
Linknown Gl G4
Total 328 347
Survey biocks Population
Sauraha 182
West Rapti-Narayani 143
Bote Simra =
Bandar Jhoola a6
Tikauli 16
Total 440

Inside the park 411 Outside the Park 23

Enurpe: Cound Animo '94, Pralad B Yonzon, 1984



Translocation:
The Do’s And Don’ts

Study the area where the rhino lives. Is there a wetland nearby ?
Are there thick bushes? Is there a village nearby? Darting a
rhing at a place where there are swamps, dense foliage ora
village brings complications.

Build a right cage for the rhino. An 11'%7'x7" cage is appropri-
ate for a normal-sized rhino. Take the cage to where rhing is
being caught. I equipment like a crane is not available, roll the
cage into the truck with the help of pipes or similar items that
can be used as rollers, For this, the truck needs to be putin a
dug-out place =0 that its doors are on a level with the ground.
Since the cage is heavy it will not be easy to carry it inta the
fruck by people or with the help of elephants.

Prepare the tranquilisers. Keep the darts in & special box.
Attach an easily visible tail to the darts. This will help to see
from afar which part of the rhina's body the dart has hit,

Keeap elephanis ready. Draw up a strategy on encircling and
darting the rhino, Make sure the essentials like cage, truck,
cage-lilters and other expert hands are ready. If the rhino is
being franquilised near a village, keep special safety meas-
ures in place fo protect people and animals, Make necessary
arrangements at the place where the rhino is going Lo be
released

Find the rhino. Encircle it with elephants.

Bart the rhina, The rhing becomes unconscious after & while.
Before disembarking from the elephants, test whether the rhino
is tully unconscious.

Close the rhino’s eyes. Check its health. 11 il has wounds re-
quiring medication, attend o them.

Clear the bushes and plants near the rhino to facilitale the
movement of the sleigh. Bring the cage and the truck as near
as possible to the rhino. Tie up the rhing well onta the sleigh
and pull it to the truck,

Put the rhina inthe cagse. Close the doors well, Give it antidote
o neutralise the effects of ranguilisers. Load the cage onto
the truck and set off for the rhine’s new home immediately.

Keep a walch on the rhino’s state on the way. Try to reach the
rhino fo its new destination as quickly as possible.

Onee there, keap the elephants ready to guide the rhino. Dig
up a spot for the fruck to park on so that the doors are on a
level with the ground. At the time of release, the rhino could be
in an angry mood. So, release it only after the team membears
and others have climbad ento sale places like the truck or frees,

Manitor the rhing’s activities regularly.
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The first thino translocation in Nepal took place in
1986 in Bardia Mational Park. Though the park was
not a natural habitat for rhinos, the continuing suc-
cessiul translocation has now made it the second
most suitable home for the rhinos alter Royal
Chitwan Mational Park. In the latest translocation,

four rhinos were taken there last January 1999.0F

them, two were Kasara (Chitwan) inhabitants and
twi were from a Sarlahi jungle.

Rhino translocation is not an easy task, For the
general public which may be unaware of wildlile
conservaton activities, translocation 15 an unfa-
miliar subject. During the translocation; both still
and video cameramen of Nepal Forum of Environ-
mental Joumalists (NEFET) were on the spot. This
illustrated book is based on the footage and pic-
tures they filmed. It his been realised that informa-
tion on franslocation activities do not easily reach
the general public. It is precisely to present 1o the
common people an important rhino conservalion
actvity that NEFET has brought out this book with
the technical and financial assistance from the De-
partment of National Parks and Wildlife Conserva-
tion and WWE Nepal program. 1 hope the readers
will like it
Mangal Man Shakya

Coordinatar
Wildlife Watch Group, NEFE.!

Mepal Farum of Enviranmental Journalists
Phone : +977-1-260248, 261991

Fax: +977-1-261181

PO. Box 5143

Thapathali, Kathmandu, Nepal

Email : nefej@mos.com.np

Conservation has its happy coinci-
dence, WWE's involvement in Nepal
besan with rhino conservation that
also marked the beginning of the mod-
e history of wildlife conservation in
Nepal. In 1967, WWE entered into
Nepal with 1ts firsl program in the
Chitwan Rhino Sanciuary. The sanc-
tuary was eventually declared as the
first national park of the country in
1973 and WWE continued its support
lor the park since its early days in
1971-1973,

In Nepal, the population of thino, which is also the flagship species of
WWF's Living Planet Campaign, has significantly increased from below
100 in the early 19705 to over 500 in the Tate 19905, A landmark in the
history of wildlife conservation in Nepal was the translocation of 38
rhinos from Chitwan to Bardia in two batches, 13 in 1986 and 25 in 19540/
1991, Similarly, in Yanuary 1999, four rhinos from Chitwan and Sarlahi
were translocaied to Bardia. It is equally important to mention the frst
rhino census that was successtully carried out in Chitwan in 1994, Ithas
been an honor for WWE to cooperate with its partners, the Department
of Mational Parks & Wildlife Conservation, the King Mahendra Trusl for
Mature Conservation and the other organizations, throughout the his-
tory of rhino conservation in Nepal.

WWFE commends the efforts and commitment of His Majesty s Govern-
ment of Nepal in introducing 4 progressive policy of buffer zone and
institutionalizing a challenging 1ask of anti-poaching operations. WWE
takes the positive attitude of the Iocal communities and their participa-
tion in rhino conservation as rewarding achievements of Nepal’s conser-
vation initatives. WWE feels proud to become a part of the change
process that is being taken place while entering mto the next millennium.

Rhino conservation in Nepal is a suceess story of this twentieth century.

Ukesh Raj Bhuju, AIFC
Conservation Program Director
WWF Nepal Program
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